Chapter 1
Observation Skills

I. Scenario: Someone Was Stealing Trees

· A farmer reported several valuable trees had been cut down and stolen.

· Investigators followed the clues, observing tire tracks, traces of paint, and other evidence.

· Police matched paint samples to the truck used in the theft.

II. Observation

· A basic and important tool of a forensic investigator is the ability to observe, interpret, and report observations.

A. Define

B. Five senses

· We are constantly collecting information through observations sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch.

C. Brain filtering

· Filtering is an unconscious process that helps the brain deal with all the stimuli and information that bombards it.

i. Sensory overload

ii. Filling in gaps

III. Witness and eyewitness accounts

· Many things influence a witness and, therefore, impact his or her recollection and account of the situation.

A. Perception

B. Factors affecting observational skills

C. The Innocence Project

· Studies conducted by the project have found that faulty eyewitness identifications have contributed to up to 87 percent of wrongful convictions.

i. Fact vs. opinion

IV. Practicing good observation skills

A. Basic Tips

B. Observational aids

V. Observation in forensic science

· A forensic investigator finds, examines, and evaluates evidence using many tools, including observation skills.

A. Define forensics

i. Analytical skills

ii. Deductive reasonings

B. History of forensics

C. Professions of forensic science

