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Chapter 1: Observational Skills

Extended Objective Checklist  

At the conclusion of this unit, the student should be able to do:
_____ 1. Discuss the importance of a crime scene investigator possessing good abilities to observe, interpret and report observations clearly.

_____ 2. Define the term observation.

_____ 3. Discuss the changes that occur within our brain as we make observations. 

_____ 4.  Relate observation skills to their use in forensic science.

_____ 5. Define the term perception.

_____ 6. Discuss factors that affect your ability to observe and to report correctly on what you have seen.

_____ 7. Compare the ability of someone to accurately recall events when their emotions are heightened compared to when they are feeling less emotional.

_____ 8. Discuss one’s ability to accurately recall events when out-of-the ordinary events occur.

_____ 8. Compare the accuracy of eyewitness accounts to what actually occurs.

_____ 9. Discuss factors that may account for different eyewitness accounts of the same events

_____ 10. Explain the purpose of the Innocence Project created by Barry C. Scheck and Peter J. Neufeld 

_____ 11. Discuss the main reason given by the Innocence Project for wrongful convictions.

_____ 12. Discuss four different ways to improve your observational skills.

_____ 13. Discuss the importance of forensic scientist being trained to make accurate and complete observations of a crime scene.

_____ 14. Define forensic science
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